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Upcoming Dates:  
Sun 4/26 M&M Clinic I 

5-7pm Outside! 
(no instruments) 

Sun 5/3 M&M Clinic II 
5-7pm Outside! 

May 4,18,20 Parade Rehearsals 
5-7pm 

Sat 5/9 Spring Bottle & Can 
Drive 9am-3pm 

Wed 5/20 Spring Band Concert 

Thurs 5/21 Spring Orch Concert 

Thurs 5/28 Annual Spring Music 
Banquet (don’t miss!) 
6 pm Potluck Dinner 
7 pm Awards  

 

About Us:  
This newsletter is brought to you 
by the FHS Music Patrons, a non-
profit organization with the goal of 
supporting the Farmington High 
School Music programs.  If there 
are questions/ concerns about the 
content of the newsletter, address 
them to: 
FHSMusicMailbox@yahoo.com . 

Director’s Notes:                          

Dear parents and students, 
 
We are now about half-way through what might be the 
busiest time of year in our department.  Our students per-
formed with great success in the District IV Solo and En-
semble Festival.  Over two-thirds of our students achieved 
the highest rating of 1.  Congratulations to all of them and 
their fine solo work and ensemble preparation! 
 
Many of our students were performing in the musical Guys 
and Dolls the same day as Solo & Ensemble Festival!  We 
truly have a talented and committed group of students.  
Many of our instrumentalists took on acting and singing 
roles for the three performances.  Mr. Milicevic directed 
the Pit Orchestra.  Many of the students in the pit were 
learning or had learned a variety of new instruments in 
order to become true “doublers” for their musical role.  I 
think that anyone that saw the show would agree that Mr. 
M. and the students did a fantastic job.  Great shows, eve-
ryone! 
 
On March 4

th
 the orchestra’s had a pre-festival clinic fea-

turing guest clinician and conductor Mike Sekich.  A 
couple of weekends later on March 14

th
 both the concert 

and symphony orchestras competed in the Annual 
MSBOA Orchestra Festival, each earning a 1

st
 division 

rating.  Great job to all participates that made that Satur-
day a success! 
 
Keep the music playing! 
 
Bill Milicevic & Michael A. Steele 
Directors of Instrumental Music 
 

 
 
Q - How many band directors does it take to change a 
light-bulb? 
A ï Only one, but whoôs really watchingé 
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Key Calendar Dates 

 
Concert

Orch.

Symphony

Orch.

Concert

Band

Concert 

Winds

Symphony

Band
Marching

Band

April

  13 - Music Patrons Meeting 7:30pm      

  26 - Marching and Maneuvering Clinic I      X

May

  1 thru 3 - Music Trip to Chicago X X X X X X

  3 - Marching and Maneuvering Clinic II      X

  4 - Parade Rehearsal 5pm      X

  9 - Bottle&Can Fundraiser 9:30am-3:30p X X X X X X

  11 - Music Patrons Meeting 7:30pm      

  18 - Band Parade Rehearsal 5pm      X

  20 - Band Parade Rehearsal 5pm      X

  20 - Band Concert FHS 7:30pm   X X X  

  21 - Orchestra Concert FHS 7:30pm X X     

  25 - Memorial Day Parade - 9am      X

  25 - Memorial Day Picnic - noon      X

  28 - Annual Spring Music Banquet- 6pm X X X X X X

June

  7 Graduation at Compuware - noon       

 

 
Q -What's the difference between a lawnmower and an accordion?  
A: If you put them on Craigôs list, you can sell the lawnmower. 

 

 

 
 

 



 Farmington High School Music Patrons 
 

April 2009 www.FHSMusic.org Page 3 

 

Patrons Prez:             

Greetings to all Band and Orchestra 
Music Families! 
 
We’re coming up on a busy time of year as it 
seems everyone is in a rush to get everything 
done before school lets out in June.  Please 
pay special attention to the calendar dates, 
we’ve got M&M Clinics, a bottle & can drive, 
parade rehearsals, two concerts, a Memorial 
Day parade & picnic, and a Spring Banquet.  
And that’s just the month of May! 
 
We would love to see new parents faces at 
the Music Patron’s meetings which are held 
on the 2

nd
 Monday of each month at 7:30 pm 

in the FHS music suite.   
 
Rob Voigt – Music Patrons President 

Annual Music Spring  
(Potluck) Banquet  
Once again this year we will be holding a 
banquet to celebrate the successful conclu-
sion of the music program at the high school.  
The banquet will be in the FHS cafeteria at 
6pm on Thursday May 28

th
.  Each family is 

expected to bring one dish to share (entrée, 
side dish, or salad) and one 2 liter beverage.  
The dinner will be followed by the Music Pro-
gram awards and scholarship presentation 
ceremony in the auditorium at about 7pm.  

Bottle & Can Drive 

On Saturday, May 9th, we hope that you will 
be able to join in the fun as we try to collect 
40,000 cans and bottles!  The Music Patrons 
will utilize the profits to support sectional 
coaches, scholarships, new instruments and 
music lessons for the upcoming year.  This is 
a great opportunity to get to know others in 
the program and model good team work 
while having lots of fun.  
 

We will meet at the high school parking lot.  
Three shifts are available: 9:30A to 11:30A, 
11:30A to 1:30P, and 1:30P to 3:30P.  As 
always, we are looking for parents to volun-
teer to drive the kids.  Please contact Ron 
Wallen at (248)787-5106 or email Walle-
nRon@yahoo.com to sign up for a shift.  

Scrip News (Kroger Cards) 

Kroger has notified us that they will be elimi-
nating their Kroger Cares Grocery Gift Card 
program.  The impact of this change is Krog-
er will no longer be eligible for our student 
account program after May 1

st
, 2009.   

 
Kroger has decided to change their commu-
nity support program from a gift card based 
program to a new program called Kroger 
Community Rewards.  Under this new pro-
gram you designate an organization to spon-
sor online and Kroger’s tracks purchases 
using your Kroger’s plus card.  At the end of 
each quarter, Kroger’s will donate $500,000 
to be divided across the organizations based 
on registered Plus Card purchases.  So the 
Music Program will still benefit from shopping 
at Kroger’s if you register your Plus Card, but 
it will not be tracked down to individual shop-
pers and therefore not eligible for our student 
account program. 
 
We will be passing along details on how to 
register for the new program once they are 
available.  But in the meantime, any new ad-
ditions/recharges to your current Kroger’s 
Gift Cards will be tracked and credited to 
your student accounts until the new program 
takes effect.  Note - your credit is based on 
when you add money to the gift card (not 
when you spend it), so you can add to your 
student account right up through the end of 
April. 

Memorial Day Parade & 
Picnic 

The marching band will be performing at this 
year’s Memorial Day Parade in downtown 
Farmington.  A potluck picnic will follow at 
Shiawassee Park and Marching Band fami-
lies are welcome to attend.  
 

mailto:WallenRon@yahoo.com
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Congratulations to the 2009 Music Program Scholarship Award Winners! 

Congratulations to the 2009 

Music Patrons Scholarship 

Winners 
  

Thanks to all that participated!  It was a great evening of music as 

we listened to all the soloists being successful on their instruments.  

The judges were excited to hear you all.  Awards will be officially 

presented at the Spring Awards Banquet.  Your attendance is 

strongly encouraged.  Congratulations to all! 
 

 

Name Grade   Instrument Place 

Kayla Pingel 10 oboe 1 

Lauren Kohler 10 percussion 2 

Sripriya Navalpakam 10 clarinet 3 

Jonathan Corkery 10 viola 4 

 

Conner Heinle 12 baritone 1 

Seth Gee 12 percussion 2 

Tom Zuby 12 trumpet 3 

Jason Sielaff 12 percussion 4 

 


